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Mine-Reclamation Proj ect

Wins Earth Day Awards

By Mike Gorrell
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

The most visible signs of the
reclamation work being done at a
phosphate mine 11 miles north of
Vernal are the deer and elk graz-
ing on newly abundant grasses.

A mixture of grass species and
native alfalfa has attracted the
wildlife to contoured hummocks
that have replaced the hills on
which forage was limited by the
dense presence of pinyon and ju-
niper trees.

The grazing is taking place
within a stone’s throw of bulldoz-
ers and other heavy equipment
removing a seam of gray phos-
phorous rock from the high-de-
sert terrain along the foothills of
the Uinta Mountains. Once the
machines devour that part of the
seam, they will move on to anoth-
er and work will begin to reclaim
the just-mined area,

For their commitment to leav-
ing the land as good or even better
than they found it, SF Phosphates

Limited Co. and Chevron Chemi.
cal Co. received “Earth Day”
awards Wednesday from the Utah
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.
‘“These companies have operat-
ed with great concern for the en-
vironment,” said division Direc-
tor Jim Carter. “Their work is an
excellent example of how Utah's
resources can be developed in a
responsible manner.”

It also validates arguments that
development for profit can he
compatible with the maintenance
of environmental values, added
David Lauriski, chairman of the
division’s policy-making board.

The effort is well worth it, said
Wade Horrocks, who oversees
mining operations for SF Phos-
phates Limited. “That’s our play-
ground. We like to keep it nice.”

When SF Phosphates Limited
obtained the mine from Chevron
Chemical in 1992, it continued
reclamation practices initiated by
Chevron. That pleased state offi-

cials because reclamation fre-
quently occurred just months af-
ter an area was mined.

“Concurrent reclamation was a
big selling point” for the compa-
nies to receive the awards, said
Anthony Gallegos, a reclamation
engineer in the division’s miner-
als program. ‘‘Because of the way
the ore body is mined, they can do
that. A lot of open-pit mines can-
not be reclaimed that way.”

Bulldozers strip the surface of
vegetation, then remove the thin
layer of dirt on top of the phos-
phate-bearing formation. The ex-
cavated materials are placed to
the side while miners blow apart
the formation with dynamite and
haul off the phosphate.

Working on ore strips often 220
feet wide, miners remove about
2.5 million tons of rock annually.

That amount yields about 900,000
tons of phosphate concentrate,
which is shipped in a buried slur-
ry line to a plant in Rock Springs,
Wyo. It is converted there into a
fertilizer component.

“The overburden then is re-
placed and recontoured to a sta-
ble and aesthetic surface,” said
SF Phosphates Limited's environ-
mental specialist, Ron Ryan.
Planting the vegetation reduces
erosion.

Ron Stewart of the Utah Divi-
sion of Wildlife Resources is not
certain the reclamation work is
responsible for the area’s growing
wildlife herds. But he has no
doubt the companies have “defi-
nitely “been conscientious about
trying to do their best for wildlife.
They’ve generally left the area in

real nice shape.”
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SF Phosphates has mine, mill and pipeline M[on#[ 007

SF  'Phosphates Limited
Company is located 11 miles
north of Vernal on US. Hwy.
191. The original plant was con-
structed in 1960 and mining op-
erations began in 1961. In April,
1992, the mine, pipeline and fer-
tilizer plant was purchased by J.
R. Simplot Company, Boise,
Idaho; and Farmland Industries,
Inc., Kansas City, Missouri. SF
Phosphates Limited Company
was formed through this joint
venture.

The success of the Vernal oper-
ation can be contributed to its
dedicated work force of approxi-
matcly 100 employees with aver-
age service time of 13 years.
Over 1,000,000 manhours have
been worked at this mine site
without having a lost-time acci-
dent.

The operation consists of the
mine, concentrator mill and
pipeline. The mine uses surface
mining techniques to extract
phosphate enriched ore. The ore
is then crushed into slurry form
and concentrated in the mill us-
ing froth flotation techniques.

The Vernal mine and mill are
capable of producing about 1.3
million tons of phosphate con-
centrate per year. Concentrate
slurry is shipped from Vernal via
a pipeline to a fertilizer plant in
Rock Springs, Wyo. In Rock
Springs, 400,000 tons of fertilizer
product are produced annually
and distributed throughout the
West and Midwest for use in
agricultural applications.

SF Phosphates is dedicated 1o
preserving and enhancing the en-
vironment. The mine recently re-

ceived a Utah Division of Oil,
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